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Websleuths in the late 1990s started to use domains such as Yahoo! to 

create sites like ColdCases, The Lost and the Found, 

Stormcritters.com (which later became the Doe Network), and the 

Missing Persons Cold Case Network (Halber, 2014). These sites were 

dedicated to the missing, unidentified, and murdered.

Blogs are used by  websleuths to share information and case details. 

The most notable is probably McNamara's True Crime Diary.

Online forums, like Websleuths.com and the Reddit Bureau of 

Investigation (RBI), create spaces for websleuths to discuss current 

and cold cases and share information.

Websleuths utilize online databases such as The Doe Network, 

NamUs, NCMEC, and other location-specific databases to compare 

the details of missing persons and unidentified bodies (Halber, 2014).

Podcasts such as Jensen & Holes: The Murder Squad, Missing Maura 

Murray, and the Websleuths.com podcast, are a way for websleuths to 

share information with other websleuths and convey actionable items. 

Websleuths have also congregated around the cases detailed in 

podcasts, such as Serial (Yardley et al., 2018, p. 82).

Websleuths, genealogists, and law enforcement have access to 

GEDmatch, a third-party website that collects and compares 

autosomal DNA from different testing companies (e.g. 23andMe) and 

has been instrumental in solving some of the coldest cases, including 

identifying the Golden State Killer (“GEDmatch,” 2020).

The latest example of websleuths harnessing the power of emerging 

technologies is the CrimeDoor app. The app utilizes augmented 

reality to accurately recreate crime scenes, allowing users to 

“experience and investigate them—just as detectives at the actual 

crime scenes did” (CrimeDoor, 2020). Users can review case files, 

examine cold cases, and help solve the unsolved. 

Websleuthing activities are documented in docuseries, like Don't F*** 

with Cats and The Keepers, which helps reach other websleuths and 

share their techniques. As a viewer, you understand how consumed 

websleuths are with seeking, sharing, and using information.

Websleuths have harnessed emerging technologies from the start and 
continue to be early adopters of new tech. Click the icons to learn more.
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